
Grade 1 Reading
Student At–Home Activity Packet

Flip to see the Grade 1 
Reading activities 

included in this packet!

This At-Home Activity packet includes two parts, Section 1 and Section 2, 
each with 5 lessons in it. We recommend that your student complete one 
lesson each day. 

Children will need the support of an adult or older student to complete 
these lessons, unless they can read independently. 

Encourage your student to just do the best they can with this content—the 
most important thing is that they continue to work on their reading!

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.

Printer Warning:  
This packet is lengthy. Determine whether you want to print both sections, or only print Section 1 or 2.
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Lesson Resource Instructions Answer Key Page(s)

1 Ready Reading Skill 
Overview: Asking 
Questions

i–Ready Passage: “The 
Secret Life of Elvis”

• Read “Asking Questions” 
together.

• Next, read “The Secret Life 
of Elvis.” 

• Then, guide the child to 
choose the correct answer 
to each question. 

Question 1: b 

Question 2: a 

Question 3: a 

Question 4: b 

Question 5: c 

Question 6: c 

7–17

 
  

2 Ready Reading Skill 
Overview: Asking 
Questions

i–Ready Passage: “Bark 
Beauty”

• Review “Asking Questions” 
together. 

• Next, read “Bark Beauty.” 

• Then, guide the child to 
choose the correct answer 
to each question.

Question 1: a

Question 2: c

Question 3: b

Question 4: b 

Question 5: a

Question 6: a

Question 7: b

Question 8: b

7, 
18–26

 
  

3 Ready Reading Skill 
Overview: Asking 
Questions

i–Ready Passage: “Drip, 
Drop, Roots on Top”

• Read “Asking Questions” 
together.

• Next, read “Drip, Drop, 
Roots on Top.” 

• Then, guide the child to 
choose the correct answer 
to each question.

Question 1: c

Question 2: c

Question 3: a

Question 4: c

Question 5: c

Question 6: c

27–36

 
  

Grade 1 Reading Activities in Section 1

Section 1 Table of Contents
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Lesson Resource Instructions Answer Key Page(s)

4 Ready Reading Skill 
Overview: Asking 
Questions

i–Ready Passage: “A 
Plant’s Beast Feast”

• Review “Asking Questions” 
together. 

• Next, read “A Plant’s Beast 
Feast.”

• Then, guide the child to 
choose the correct answer 
to each question.

Question 1: c

Question 2: a

Question 3: a

Question 4: a

Question 5: c

Question 6: b

Question 7: b

Question 8: a

27, 
37–46

 
  

5 i–Ready Passage: 
“Greedy Fawn Makes 
the Mush”

• Read “Greedy Fawn Makes 
the Mush” together.

N/A 47–53

 
  

5 Draw or Write Page • After you read “Greedy 
Fawn Makes the Mush” 
together, have the child 
draw a picture of their 
favorite part.

N/A 54

 

Section 1 Table of Contents

Grade 1 Reading Activities in Section 1 (Cont.)
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Lesson Resource Instructions Answer Key Page(s)

1 Ready Reading Skill 
Overview: Describing 
Characters

i–Ready Passage: “Cow 
Tales: Are We There 
Yet?”

• Read “Describing 
Characters” together.

• Next, read “Cow Tales: Are 
We There Yet?”

• Then, guide the child to 
choose the correct answer 
to each question.

Question 1: b 

Question 2: a

Question 3: c

Question 4: b

Question 5: a

Question 6: b

Question 7: c

55–67

 
  

2 Ready Reading Skill 
Overview: Describing 
Characters

i–Ready Passage: “Cow 
Tales: King of the Trail”

• Review “Describing 
Characters” together.

• Next, read “Cow Tales: 
King of the Trail.”

• Then, guide the child to 
choose the correct answer 
to each question. 

Question 1: c

Question 2: b

Question 3: c

Question 4: a

Question 5: b

Question 6: b

Question 7: c

Question 8: c

55, 
68–77

 
  

3 Ready Reading Skill 
Overview: Describing 
Connections

i–Ready Passage: 
“Water Games”

• Read “Describing 
Connections” together.

• Next, read “Water Games.” 

• Then, guide the child to 
choose the correct answer 
to each question.

Question 1: b

Question 2: c

Question 3: c

Question 4: b

Question 5: b

Question 6: a

78–86

Grade 1 Reading Activities in Section 2
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Lesson Resource Instructions Answer Key Page(s)

4 Ready Reading Skill 
Overview: Describing 
Connections

i–Ready Passage: “Play 
Ball!”

• Review “Describing 
Connections” together. 

• Next, read “Play Ball!”

• Then, guide the child to 
choose the correct answer 
to each question.

Question 1: c

Question 2: a

Question 3: c

Question 4: b

Question 5: b

Question 6: a

Question 7: a

Question 8: c

78, 
87–96

5 i–Ready Passage: “The 
Pueblo Girl Scatters the 
Stars”

• Read “The Pueblo Girl 
Scatters the Stars” 
together.

N/A 97–103

6 Draw or Write Page • After you read “The 
Pueblo Girl Scatters the 
Stars” together, have the 
child draw a picture of 
their favorite part.

N/A 104

 

Section 2 Table of Contents

Grade 1 Reading Activities in Section 2 (Cont.)
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Independent Reading!

Use the questions/ prompts on the Discourse Card 
resource to start a conversation about something the 
student has read. You may talk about a text the student 
read in one of the lessons above, or anything else the 
student is reading. 

Encourage daily reading.  And remember, reading isn’t just about the books on the 
shelves—it’s about anything around you with letters! Turn on the closed  captioning feature 
on your TV or read catalogs that come in the mail. The backs of cereal boxes work, too, as do 
directions to board games! 

Running out of stuff to read? Grab some sticky notes, and label household objects, or 
make up new, silly names for things! Communicating with sticky notes, instead of talking, 
is fun, too—start with a half hour and see if you can go all afternoon. Reading is everywhere!

Don’t worry about right/wrong answers when you talk about text—the important thing 
is that you and your student share a reading experience and have fun!

Here are some websites that offer fun, free, high–quality material for kids:

www.starfall.com

www.storyplace.org

www.uniteforliteracy.com

www.storynory.com

www.freekidsbooks.org

en.childrenslibrary.org

See pages 
105 and 106  

of this 
packet.



© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 7

Lesson 1 Part 1: Introduction 41
©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Listen and Learn

Asking Questions

Here are some questions you can ask about the 
key details in a story:

 Who are the characters? 

 Where are the characters?

 What are the characters doing? 
  Think about: 

When are they doing this? 
Why are they doing this? 

Asking and answering questions about key details 
helps you understand how the parts of the story 
fit together .

A key detail is an important piece of 
information . Asking and answering 
questions helps you notice key details . 
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Section 1 Activities
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage) 
 
Which character is telling this story? 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

c.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 2 (for p. 2 of passage) 
 
How is Elvis different from most dogs? Complete the sentence.  
 
Elvis does not like to ________ the mailman. 
 

a. chase 
b. drag 
c. scratch 
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Question 3 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 

 
 
Look at the underlined text and the picture. What do you learn about Elvis? 
 

a. He does not want to eat the meatloaf. 
b. He does not want to hide in a closet. 
c. He does not want to come running. 

 
 
 
 
Question 4 (for p. 4 of passage) 
 
Why does Elvis talk to Maxwell about his feelings? 
 

a. Maxwell is a little mouse. 
b. Maxwell is his best friend. 
c. Maxwell is a good painter. 
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Question 5 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
What does Maxwell tell Elvis to do? Complete the sentence. 
 
Do what makes you _______. 
 

a. beautiful 
b. you 
c. happy 

 
 
Question 6 (for p. 6 of passage) 
 
Look at the events in the chart. What important event happens at the end? Choose the picture. 
 

 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

c.  
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage)  
  
What is the Picklbottom’s problem? 
 

a. Something is wrong with their dog. 
b. Something is wrong with their window. 
c. Something is wrong with their tree. 

 
Question 2 (for p. 2 of passage) 
 
What is this page mostly about? 
 

a. Elvis is feeling sick. 
b. Elvis is stealing things. 
c. Elvis is acting strange. 

 
Question 3 (for p. 2 of passage) 
 
How do the Picklebottoms feel about Elvis? 
 

a. sad 
b. worried 
c. angry 

 
Question 4 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 
Where is Elvis? Use the text and the picture to answer the question. 
 

 
 
 

a. in a forest 
b. in a yard 
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c. in a park 
 
Question 5 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 
How is Elvis acting in this part of the story? 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

c.  
 
Question 6 (for p. 4 of passage) 
 
What did Elvis do last week? 
 
a. He sat on a lap. 
b. He wore a blanket. 
c. He pranced around. 
 
Question 7 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
Which animal is Elvis acting like now? Complete the sentence. 
 
Elvis is acting like a _______. 
 
a. bird 
b. horse 
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c. dog 
 
Question 8 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
Look at what happens first and next in the story. Choose the event that happens last. 
 

 
 

a.  

b.  

c.  
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Lesson 6 Part 1: Introduction 65
©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Listen and Learn

Asking Questions

Here is how you find key details:

 Ask a question . Begin the question with one 
of these words: 
 Who  What  When 
 Where  Why  How

 Look for the answer to your question . You can 
find it in the words or in the text features .

When you ask questions about what you read, 
answering your questions helps you understand 
the text .

A key detail is an important piece of 
information . Asking and answering 
questions can help you find key details .
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage) 
 
Which picture shows what the weather is like in a rainforest?  
 

a.    
 

b.    
 

c.    
 
 
 
 
 
Question 2 (for p. 2 of passage) 
 
Which sentence tells how drip tips help a plant? 
 

a. Drip tips help rain soak the leaf. 
b. Drip tips are pointy ends of the leaf. 
c. Drip tips help water fall off the leaf. 
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Question 3 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 
How do a leaf's coating and tip help the plant survive in the rain? 
 

a. They dry off the plant. 
b. They slip and slide off the leaf. 
c. They stop rain from falling on the plant. 

 
 
 
 
Question 4 (for p. 4 of passage) 
 
What does the word absorb mean? 
 

a. fall apart 
b. grow down 
c. take in 

 
 
 
 
Question 5 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
Why do roots grow above the ground in the rainforest? Complete the sentence. 
 
 
Roots above the ground can get food before _______ moves it away. 
 

a. the soil 
b. a forest 
c. the rain 

 
 
 
 
Question 6 (for p. 6 of passage) 
 
How do roots on top help a plant survive in the rain? 
 

a. They get food deep in the soil. 
b. They wash away with the rain. 
c. They absorb food on the ground. 
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage) 
 
What does a pitcher plant do with bugs? 
 

a. It feeds them to animals. 
b. It gives them a special leaf. 
c. It catches and eats them. 

 
 
 
Question 2 (for p. 2 of passage) 
 
Why do bugs like pitcher plants? 
 

a. The plants have bright colors. 
b. The plants come to the bugs. 
c. The plants have ants on them. 

 
 
 
Question 3 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 
How do brown and green pitcher plants bring in bugs? Complete the sentence. 
 
Bugs like the _______ of the pitcher plants. 
 

a. smell 
b. shape 
c. feel 

 
 
 
Question 4 (for p. 4 of passage) 
 
What happens when bugs sit on the plant? 
 

a. They fall down. 
b. They land nicely. 
c. They walk in. 
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Question 5 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
What happens after a bug falls into a pitcher plant? 
 

a. It makes the plant wet. 
b. It drinks. 
c. It breaks up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 6 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
How does the pitcher plant eat a bug? Complete the sentence.  
 
The plant _________ little bits of the bug. 
 

a. mixes with 
b. takes in 
c. bites into 
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Question 7 (for p. 6 of passage) 
 
Which other animal might a pitcher plant eat? 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

c.  
 
 
 
Question 8 (for p. 6 of passage) 
 
How does the pitcher plant get food? 
 

a. It catches bugs. 
b. It chases bugs. 
c. It falls on bugs. 
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Lesson 2 Part 1: Introduction 45
©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Listen and Learn

Describing Characters

Here are some questions you can ask  
about characters:

 What does the character say?

 What does the character do?

 How does the character feel?

Asking these questions helps us learn more about 
the characters .

A character is a person or lifelike animal 
in a story . You can learn about characters 
by thinking about what they say and do .

Section 2 Activities
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage) 
 
Which key detail tells how much more the cowboys will be on the trail? 
 

a. The cowboys still have a long way to go. 
b. The cowboys have been traveling for weeks. 
c. The cowboys are leading five hundred cows. 

 
 
Question 2 (for p. 2 of passage) 
 
How does the trail boss feel? Complete the sentence. 
 
The trail boss is ________. 
 

a. angry 
b. afraid 
c. quiet 

 
 
Question 3 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 
Which character is the new, young cowboy? 
 

a.  

b.  

c.  
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Question 4 (for p. 4 of passage) 
 
How does Wayne help Jelly? 
 

a. He listens to Jelly. 
b. He fixes Jelly's saddle. 
c. He gives Jelly a drink. 

 
 
 
 
Question 5 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
What does Zeb have that the cowboys need? Complete the sentence. 
 
Zeb has a _________. 
 
 

a. map 
b. cart 
c. cow 
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Question 6 (for p. 6 of passage) 

 
 
 
Read the underlined text. Look at what Wayne says. Why does he say this? 
 

a. He is showing Jelly the map. 
b. He is answering Jelly's question. 
c. He is asking Jelly about the trail. 
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Question 7 (for p. 7 of passage) 
 
Look at what happens in the beginning and middle of the story. What happens at the end? 
Choose the picture. 
 

 
 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

c.  
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage) 
 
Who is Claire? 
 

a. a person 
b. a horse 
c. a cow 

 
 
 
 
Question 2 (for p. 2 of passage) 
 
Think about the text. Which picture shows the leader of the cows? 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

c.  
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Question 3 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 
What does Lady say about Claire? 
 

a. Claire will not move on the rocks. 
b. Claire cannot go on such a long trail. 
c. Claire does not follow directions. 

 
 
 
Question 4 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 
What does the King want Claire to do? Complete the sentence. 
 
The King wants Claire to _________. 
 

a. move 
b. stop 
c. rest  

 
 
 
Question 5 (for p. 4 of passage) 
 
Why does Claire like the field? 
 

a. There is good food. 
b. The grass is soft. 
c. The wind blows there. 

 
 
 
Question 6 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
What does the King tell Claire to do now? 
 

a. get up 
b. stay sitting 
c. feel less angry 
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Question 7 (for p. 6 of passage) 
 
Why does the King smile? 
 

a. Claire gives him grass. 
b. Claire needs rest. 
c. Claire stands up. 

 
 
Question 8 (for p. 6 of passage) 
 
Look at what happens in the beginning and middle of the story. What happens at the end? 
Choose the picture. 
 

 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

c.  
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Lesson 8 Part 1: Introduction 73
©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Listen and Learn

Describing Connections

To connect means to fit together . Events 
and ideas in informational text can 
connect in different ways .

Here are two kinds of connections:

 Events follow each other in time order: 
 1 .  New leaves grow  2 . Flowers bloom 

 in spring .     in summer .

 One event or idea causes another: 
  1 .  A lot of rain falls  2 . Rivers rise  

at once .     and flood .

Describing connections between events and ideas 
helps you understand and remember key details .
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage) 
 
Why do people use umbrellas and ponchos? 
 

a. They are in South America. 
b. They are in a water fight. 
c. They are in a rain storm. 

 
 
 
Question 2 (for p. 2 of passage) 
 
Look at the picture and the text. What happened during the planting festival? Choose the 
correct picture. 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

c.  
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Question 3 (for p. 2 of passage) 
 
What did people want to happen after the planting festival? 
 

a. They hoped the rain would fill pots. 
b. They hoped the dirt would stay dry. 
c. They hoped the seeds would grow. 

 
 
 
Question 4 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 
How are the old and new traditions alike? Complete the sentence. 
 
The planting festival and new Carnival traditions both used _______. 
 

a. seeds 
b. water 
c. plants 

 
 
 
Question 5 (for p. 4 of passage) 
 
How is Carnival different from the planting festival? 
 

a. Water activities are part of Carnival. 
b. Costumes are part of Carnival. 
c. People are part of Carnival. 

 
 
 
Question 6 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
Water was part of the planting festival. Water is part of Carnival. How are these ideas 
connected? 
 

a. The planting festival led to some Carnival traditions. 
b. The planting festival was more fun than Carnival.  
c. Carnival uses water more than the planting festival. 
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage) 
 
What game does the picture show? Complete the sentence. 
 
This picture shows the game of ___________. 
 

a. basketball 
b. soccer 
c. Pok-ta-Pok 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 2 (for p. 1 of passage) 
 
Why did people long ago make up Pok-ta-Pok? 
 

a. They liked exciting ball games. 
b. They liked playing basketball. 
c. They liked playing soccer. 
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Question 3 (for p. 2 of passage) 
 

 
 
This picture shows old Pok-ta-Pok courts. Which answer shows the shape of the courts? 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

c.  
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Question 4 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 
What does the text say about the Pok-ta-Pok ball? Complete the sentence. 
 
The ball was __________. 
 

a. stone 
b. heavy 
c. tall 

 
 
 
 
Question 5 (for p. 3 of passage) 
 
Which picture shows how tall the Pok-ta-Pok hoops were? 
 

a.  
 

b.  
 

c.  
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Question 6 (for p. 4 of passage) 
 
What are things that Pok-ta-Pok players could not do? 
 

a. Players could not kick or throw the ball. 
b. Players could not use their knees or hips. 
c. Players could not bump or move other players. 

 
 
 
 
Question 7 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
What happened when a team got the ball through the hoop the most times? 
 

a. The team won the game. 
b. The other team got the ball. 
c. The game kept going for days. 

 
 
 
 
Question 8 (for p. 5 of passage) 
 
Pok-ta-Pok had many rules. The games lasted a long time. How are these ideas connected? 
 

a. Pok-ta-Pok was just like soccer. 
b. Pok-ta-Pok was a boring ball game. 
c. Pok-ta-Pok was hard to play. 
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Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

UNDERSTANDING LITERATURE 

If the story were told  
by a different character,  

which details might  
be different? 

11Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

UNDERSTANDING LITERATURE 

How does a  
character change in  

the story?

First, the  
character _____.  

Then, the  
character _____.

5

©Curriculum Associates, LLC
Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

KNOWLEDGE BUILDING

What does this  
part of  the text make  

you want to learn  
more about? 

The text makes me  
want to know _____. 

33©Curriculum Associates, LLC
Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

KNOWLEDGE BUILDING

What does this text  
help you understand ? 

Now I know _____.

32

Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

ACADEMIC TALK

Can you tell me more  
about _____? 

77Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

ACADEMIC TALK

I’m curious about 
__________. 

70

Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

UNDERSTANDING INFORMATIONAL TEXTS 

What is the main  
topic of this text?  

How do you know? 

16Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

UNDERSTANDING LITERATURE 

How do the illustrations  
help you understand the  

characters, setting, or  
events in the story?

14

©Curriculum Associates, LLC
Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

KNOWLEDGE BUILDING

What were you  
surprised to learn  

from the text? 

40©Curriculum Associates, LLC
Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

KNOWLEDGE BUILDING

What do you already  
know about this topic?  

Where have you learned 
about this topic? 

I already  
know ________ 
from ________.

37

Reading Discourse Cards
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Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

TEXTOS LITERARIOS

Si la historia la contara  
un personaje diferente,  
¿qué detalles podrían  

ser distintos?

11Reading ©Curriculum Associates, LLC

TEXTOS LITERARIOS

¿Cómo cambia un 
personaje a lo largo  

de la historia?

Primero,  
el personaje _____.  

Luego,  
el personaje _____.

5
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ASIMILAR CONOCIMIENTOS

¿Sobre qué te anima  
a aprender más esta  

parte del texto?

El texto hace que  
quiera saber _____. 
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ASIMILAR CONOCIMIENTOS

¿Qué te ayuda a  
entender este texto?

Ahora sé _____.

32
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LENGUAJE ACADÉMICO

¿Puedes decirme algo  
más sobre _____? 
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LENGUAJE ACADÉMICO

Siento curiosidad por 
__________. 
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TEXTOS INFORMATIVOS

¿Cuál es el tema 
principal de este texto?

¿Cómo lo sabes?
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TEXTOS LITERARIOS

¿Cómo te ayudan las  
ilustraciones a comprender  
los personajes, el escenario  

o los sucesos de  
la historia?

14
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ASIMILAR CONOCIMIENTOS

¿Qué aprendiste en  
el texto que te haya 

sorprendido?
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ASIMILAR CONOCIMIENTOS

¿Qué sabes ya sobre  
este tema?

¿Dónde has aprendido  
sobre este tema?

Ya sé ________ 
Lo aprendí ________.
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