
Directions: 
Use the Venn Diagram to compare and 

contrast themes and topics) and patterns of 
events in stories, myths, and traditional 
literature from different cultures. 
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Compare and Contrast 
Across Cultures 



The Story of Anansi the Spider 
Anansi the spider was greedy. One day, Turtle came to visit as Anansi was 
about to eat his dinner. 
“What a nice dinner!” said Turtle. To be polite, Anansi had to offer to share 
the food. Still, he did not want to.  
“You can join me,” said Anansi. “But first, clean your hands.” Turtle’s hands 
were dirty. He went to the river and washed. When he came back, Anansi 
had started to eat. 
“Your hands are still dirty!” Anansi said. 
Turtle looked down. On his way back, he had walked through mud. So he 
went and washed again. When he returned, he found that Anansi had eaten 
all the food. 
“Tomorrow you must come to my house to share my dinner,” said Turtle. 
The next day, a hungry Anansi met Turtle at the river. Turtle dove into the 
water to his home on the river bottom. Anansi jumped into the water and 
tried to swim down, but he was too light. Then, Anansi put stones in his 
pockets and sank down to Turtle’s home. Turtle had started to eat. 
Turtle looked at Anansi and said, “It is not polite to eat with your coat on. 
You must take it off.” Anansi took off his coat. Without the stones, he was 
light again. He floated up to the surface. From there, he watched Turtle 
finish his meal. 
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The Tale of Coyote and Hen 
One day, Coyote came upon Hen. She was sitting on a tree branch. 
Coyote was hungry. He decided that he would eat Hen. But how could he 
reach her? She was much too high in the tree. Coyote thought and 
thought. Then he had an idea. 
“Oh, Hen,” he sighed. “I am so happy! I bring great news.” She was 
interested, but she did not trust Coyote. “A treaty has been signed,” said 
Coyote. “All the animals have signed it. It says that we are all friends 
now. There will be no more fighting! Please come down from the tree. I 
am so happy. I would like to give you a big hug.” 
“Ah,” thought Hen. Now she knew what Coyote was up to. 
“I would love to,” said Hen. “But I see that someone else is coming.” 
“Really?” asked Coyote. “Who is it?” 
“It is Dog,” said Hen. Coyote began to shake. Dog scared him. 
“He must have heard the news, too,” said Hen. “He looks so happy! His 
eyes are bright and he is so fast. I think he wants to hug you.” 
Coyote took off running as fast as he could. Up in the tree, Hen smiled. 
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Venn Diagram 
Use the Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the two books. 
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