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Dear Dallas Students, Families, Staff and Community, 
 
This letter contains very important information regarding the start of the school year. On July 27, 
2020 The Oregon Department of Education responded to the threat of the virus with updated 
metrics regarding how we open our schools in the fall. We are continuing to see increased cases 
of COVID-19 in Polk County and the Dallas Community. The updated ODE guidance will 
require that all students across the state start school in the fall with Comprehensive Distance 
Learning, meaning that students will not attend school in person. While we know this is a 
tremendous loss for our students, staff, and community we believe this direction from ODE will 
help protect the safety and welfare of our students, educators and community. Rest assured, our 
plan for Comprehensive Distance Learning this fall will far surpass what you experienced this 
spring. 
 
What to expect this fall: 
Students will begin the school year in an online Comprehensive Distance Learning model that 
includes the Canvas learning management system. This enhanced method of lesson delivery will 
give our teachers the ability to create engaging lessons and interact more actively with students. 
When it is safe to do so, we will return to a hybrid system where students attend school for two 
days per week and access distance learning methods on the other three days. We must remain 
flexible and could be required to return to Comprehensive Distance Learning at any time in the 
school year by the Oregon Health Authority or Oregon Department of Education to help lower 
the spread of the virus. 
 
When will we start hybrid learning in the building? 
Following the guidance of OHA and ODE, we will begin evaluating transitioning to a hybrid 
learning model throughout the fall. You can expect the first quarter of learning through 
November 13th to be online comprehensive distance learning for all grades. 
 
How will Comprehensive Distance Learning Be Different? 
Our Comprehensive Distance Learning model will differ in many ways from what you 
experienced in the spring. Teachers and students will use Canvas learning management system to 
deliver online instruction, collaborate with students, and provide engaging lessons that are 
designed by Dallas School District teachers. Attendance will be taken this fall and grades will be 
assigned to students, as well as credits issued to high school students. We are committed to 
providing teacher facilitated rigorous instruction that will ensure our students have a defined path 
to graduation. 
 



What about athletics and extra-curricular activities: 
We will continue to follow the guidance from OSAA regarding activities for our students. For 
the latest updates from OSAA please go to the following website: 
OSAA COVID-19 Updates 
 
Support for students who need additional help: 
Our hope is that we can offer students in addition to comprehensive distance learning targeted 
additional support when they need it. We understand that this support is critical for students who 
struggle with distance learning and for our youngest students who are learning to read and write. 
We will work collaboratively with ODE, OHA and local public health authorities following their 
guidance to support our students while maintaining a safe environment for our staff and students. 
 
Upcoming dates to remember: 

• August 6 – Community Zoom Forum to Update Families 6:00 pm. Use the following link 
for access: Community Forum Zoom Meeting Link 

• September 8-11 – Guidance for families and training on the Canvas LMS 
• September 14 – Comprehensive Distance Learning Begins K-12 
• On-Going Fall 2020– Review guidance and metrics for transition to Hybrid system 
• November 13 – End of Nine Week Grading Period. Letter grades issued 6-12. 

Our Commitment to You: 
We are all struggling with this news and want you to know that we are saddened that we will not 
return to school as anticipated. We know there are many unanswered questions and are updating 
the district website regularly. Please visit Dallas School District COVID-19 Updates for more 
information.  
 
We miss our students and value the in-person learning experience that we will try to return to as 
soon as possible. Our goal is to communicate with you frequently as we move through the 
process with weekly updates by email and information posted to our Facebook account and 
website. Please feel free to reach out to us if you need assistance with anything at all. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Andy Bellando 
Interim Superintendent 
 
 
 

http://www.osaa.org/today/article/1780/view?title=OSAA+Executive+Board+%2F+COVID-19+Update
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88687408186?pwd=dnFBWGsrc0I5T3FrZjlBdUhXdmxXdz09
https://www.dallas.k12.or.us/corona-virus

