
 

December 3, 2020 

Hello Dallas Students, Families and Staff Members, 

I hope each of you had an enjoyable Thanksgiving. 

I am sharing this update to keep you as informed as possible about our COVID-19 efforts in Dallas                 
School District.   Our Comprehensive Distance Learning (CDL) efforts continue.  We've also been 
able to offer some limited in-person instruction as allowed by the Oregon Department of Educa-
tion.  All of our safety protocols continue to be in place as required by ODE.  We continue to 
monitor the number of COVID-19 cases in Polk County which determines when and how we are 
allowed to open our schools.  Here are the Polk County metrics for the past three weeks.  Note 
the increasing number of cases (per 100,000 people) in the third column.   

 

 

 

 

What is changing?  Just two weeks ago the Governor administered an Executive Order containing 
additional requirements for all residents in Oregon.  Many of the requirements applied to schools 
as well.   As a result of the Governor's Order we are required to consult with the Polk County 
Health Department and consider pausing our limited in-person instruction once the Polk County 
case numbers reach 200 per 100,000 residents.  We were hopeful the numbers would not have 
grown so much over the past few weeks.  They have, and as a result we are now required to 
pause our limited in-person efforts until the case numbers drop back to 200.  Our limited in-

What remains the same?  Our CDL efforts will continue.  Staff members in each school will con-
tinue to support all students, including those students without internet access.  Please contact 
your respective school if you have any questions or specific needs. 

When will students return to school?  This is new information.  In anticipation of the increasing 
number of COVID-19 cases through the holidays and into early next year, Comprehensive Dis-
tance Learning will be the only model of instruction in grades 4-12 through the end of first se-
mester,  February 11.  We may have the option to open our K-3 schools earlier than this date if 
the case numbers meet COVID-19 return to school requirements from the Oregon Department of 
Education.  The option of limited in-person instruction is also possible at any time if we experi-
ence a sufficient drop in case numbers.  If the COVID-19 cases continue to be high on Febru-
ary 11, we will be required to continue our CDL efforts.  I am hopeful this is not the case.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bDrWpqXrkFpHOkk2-6SPdxv-My_CAoxd/view
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/VAYkOA4v48XnenOKCdkEfA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhdIatP0RsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub3JlZ29uLmdvdi9vZGUvc3R1ZGVudHMtYW5kLWZhbWlseS9oZWFsdGhzYWZldHkvRG9jdW1lbnRzL0ZvbGxvd2luZyUyMHRoZSUyME1ldHJpY3MlMjBWaXN1YWwucGRmVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoARy1Tk1_ZW-mT


In my letter last month I shared that our distance learning model of instruction is not our first 
choice under ordinary circumstances.   Social interaction, character development and academic 
growth is unequivocally not the same for our students using a distance learning model.  My senti-
ment is even stronger now.  There is no question we want our students back.  We want them to ex-
perience "in-person" education, and soon.  We know it's not time--yet.  The safety of staff members 
and students is paramount and this must be realized before full return to our schools can happen.  I 
just want you to know how important it is (to our entire community) that students return as soon as 
possible.  Until then, I continue to be so proud of each staff member for their commitment to our 
distance learning efforts and to our students and parents for being responsive and cooperative.  I 
thank each of you for your continued patience, flexibility and grace as we do everything possible to 
support each student in Dallas School District. 

As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or would like to talk about our 
efforts. 

 

Andy Bellando 

Superintendent 






















